
T H E R O M A N C E O F K A R L M A Y . 
O f thc anrae etuff of wh ich " L e s Misto* 

ables " was niade is a case wh i ch reccntly 
cainc to t r lu l in Cbarlottenburg, Germony, 
where K a r l May , a weal thy man who had 
In soine ways cnrncd tbe namcs of pbllan-
thropißt and autbor, sued a we l l knowa 
Inbor leader for Übel i n that he bad de-
uounced bim a s an ex-conviot. T h e de-
fendtint proved bis ense. 

Tbe t r ia l developed tbnt K a r l ' M a y , tbe 
philanthropist, was K a r l May , the brigand 
whose exploits bad kcpt the Austro-Gcr-
rann frontier in terror for years . H o de­
veloped cr ini iual instiuets white yot i n 
sebool, and for tbefts and burglnry he 
served a prison sentence. L a t e r be w a s 
n convict for four years. Ou bis relense 
bis robberles covered a l l of eouthern S n r -
ony, and be developed great c r imina l In-
genulty esenping arrest w i th wonderful 
lack. 

Gnther lng about hltn a band of free-
booters, be estnblished bis beadquartera 
lu the mountaius on the Aus t r i an frontier, 
from wbence he descended to ra id towns, 
rai lroad trains, and noblemon's C a s t l e s . 
Soldiers* «ent to capturo bim were unable 
to find bis bidden la i r and became lost in 
tbe fastnesses. Peasants were immune 
from robbery und warned tbe brignmls of 
tbe soldiers* npproaeh. Once, however, 
the latter lind the band surrounded, but 
May captured a Bentry and, donuing bis 
uniform, pnssed tbrougb the ranks and 
escaped, white bis band retired to a cave 
wh ich the mi l i tnry hnd overlooked. On 
anotber occasioo M a y and h!s l icutenant 
were a t nn inn when two troopers rode 
up to capture thera. T b e robbers jumped 
tbrougb tbe window npd rode off on tho 
trooper9' horses. 

B u t the Chie fs Iuck deßerted hlm. H e 
was taken and served oight yearB in pr is­
on. On bis release in 1SS5 he riisnp-
peared, and when morc than fifteen years 
Inter scveral books denling wltb social and 
Philanthropie subjects appeared w i t h thc 
name ot K a r l 3 I a y as tbeir autbor, no one 
thought of bim as being the brigand of 
Suxony. These books had a largo sale, 
aud tbe author prospered in otber ways , 
for he came to be rated a s weal thy. H e 
headed subscriptionB for various charitle» 
and helped rnovements to amellorate the 
condition of the poor. 

T h e anlnius of the labor lender In expos­
ing tbe former bistory of tbe pbilanthro-
pist is not told, but bis revelations were 
complete. H e even proved that M a y had 
published a seiisntional romance embody-
ing Borne of bis ndventures as a brigand. 
T rus t i n g tbat Ihne and bis Inter reputa-
tlon wonld protect b im, May brought suit 
for übel, and when he lost ont ho ool-
lapsed and attempted bis lifo. 

Now that tho narurc of criraftml Impulse 
is being studied scientifically, the case of 
May doubtless w i l l prove a n important 
chapter in modern eriminology. I t may 

a case ot old fashioned " regeneration," ' 
an np to date case of dual pereonality, 

I t s . romance nt least Is unquestlonable. 


