
CHERISHED GERMAN 
WAS ONGE A BANDIT 

Karl May, Boys* Hero, Posed for 
• Years as a Great Traveler : 

d 0 s 

and Man of Adventure. \ 
• * * • •". -
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E X P O S E D IN L I B E L C A S E 

Man Ho Sued Offers to Prove H i s ' 
i ., T r a v e l s Imaginary , and M a y Ad ­

m i t Ho' I s an ex-Convict . 

Special Gable to T O T Nfciw Y O R K T I M O T . V 
L O N T > O N F . A p r i l 1 6 . - ^ r m a r i y ^ . E C - , 

c o r d i n g t o B e r l i n 1 d i s p a t c h e s t o L o n d o n 
* ' , - , - . * • ' • -1> 

pape rs , l o s t one off I t s m o s t che r i shed . 
* » 

I l l u s i ons t h i s w e e k . 
E v e r y y o u t h I n G e r m a n y k n e w t h e 

n a m e o f K a r l M $ y , t r a v e l e r * au thor , and 7 ! 
m a n * off a d v e n t u r e . H e h a d w r i t t e n ' ! 
a w h o l e l i b r a r y d e s c r i b i n g h l a exp lor - ' l 

i f 

a t l ons I n , r emo t e corners^ off tho e a r t h | 
and . m a n y s t o r y hooks b a s e d on . .his. 
s t r ange expe r i ences I n those f o r landAL. 
H i s v i l l a a t B r e s d e n I s c r o w d e d w i t h : 
cu r i o s w h i c h he b rough t b a c k f r o m -his 
wande r ings , a n d I t often, happened t h a t -
a P r i n c e l y pe rsonage dropped i n t o i n ­
spec t t h e p r i v a t e m u s e u m of the v e t ­
e r a n voyage r . . • • „ i 

I t w a s unders tood t h a t K a r l M a y 
spoke a l l t h e l anguages a b o u t : w h l c h no 
one e lse i n th© i m m e d i a t e ne ighborhood I 
k n e w a n y t h i n g . C h i n e s e a n d C h o c t a w 
we r e b u t tho b e g i n n i n g off t h e l i n g u i s t i c ! 
a t t a i n m e n t s a t t r i b u t e d to h i m . 

B u c h w a s t h e K a r l M a y off y e s t e r d a y . 
T o - d a y h a s changed a l l t h a t , f o r ho w a s 
so Ind i sc ree t a s to appea r a s the p ros -
©ontor i n a l ibe l a c t i on . S o m e one, i t 
appears , h a d r e f e r r ed to h i m as a born 
c r i m i n a l . U n f o r t u n a t e l y f o r h i m tho j 
person i n ques t i on under took to prove 
t h a t a c c u s a t i o n , a n d h i s l a w y e r to ld a 
s t o r y about K a r l M a y v e r y n e a r l y a s 
s t r a n g e a s those w h i c h t h a t pro l i f i c 
w r i t e r i s I n the h a b i t off t e l l i n g about 
•imself , on l y off a r a t h e r d i f f e r en t o r - I 

fler. 
i o beg in w i t h , he of fered to p r o v e 

h a t the f a r - t r a v e l e d M a y , w h o I s now 
y e a r s off age, h a d n e v e r been o u t ­

side off G e r m a n y t i l l i n 1900, w h e n h i s 
- o r k s of t r a v e l h a d l ong s ince been 

g e t t i n g a llttl© m u s t y . H o a d m i t t e d , i 
however , t h a t M a y h a d exper i enced a d - j 
v en tu r e s , a n d those off a v e r y r e m a r k - J 
able k i n d . 

I n 1869, ho s a i d , the p l a in t i f f , w h o 
a l r e a d y hod sentences o f s i x years * l m - I 
p r l s o n m e n t a n d f o u r y e a r s * p e n a l s e r v - j 
l tude beh ind h i m , r e l apsed in to a ca r ee r I 

i 

of c r i m e a n d w a s soon b e i n g ©ought 
on a w a r r a n t . - T o escape a r r e s t he 
took re fuge i n t h e depths o f the S i - j 
l es ion fo res ts , w h e r e he f ound a f e l - | 
l ow -ou t l aw , Jn a~ deser ter , L o u i s K r i l - i 
gel , w h o h a d l e f t b i s ; r e g i m e n t w i t h ; 
s e v e r a l h u n d r e d t h a l e r s out o f the r e g i ­
m e n t a l c a s h box. 

T h e p a i r ©wore e t e rna l f r i endsh ip , a n d 
agreed w i t h o ther k i n d r e d _Bp l r i t s to 
f ound a b a n d o f robbers . 

A c a v e , c u r t a i n e d w i t h moss , i n the 
W a l d e n b u r g doma in , w a s the h e a d ­
q u a r t e r s of M a y a n d h i s m e r r y men . 
F r o m t h i s c en t r e t h e y p r a c t i c e d i n n u ­
merab l e v i l l a i n i e s . T h e i r s p e c i a l t y w a s 
to a t t a c k p e a s a n t w o m e n r e t u r n i n g 
f r o m m a r k e t a n d rob t h e m of the prod­
uc t off t h e i r sa l es . A t l o s t t h e i r r a i d s 
e s t ab l i shed s u c h a s t a t e off t e r r o r t h a t 
a t t endance a t t h e m a r k e t b e g a n to f a l l 
off. Th© t o w n s of H o h e n s t e i n a n d 
E r n s t t h a l a c c o r d i n g l y en t rea tod -the 
G o v e r n m e n t to s e n d a fo rce off t roops 
to c l e a r t h e ne ighborhood off b a n d i t s . 

T h i s w a s done, a n d , w i t h the a s s l s t -
t a n c e o f the l o ca l , f lre b r i gades a n d 
g y m n a s t i c c lubs , so ld ie rs proceeded to 
beat the woods. 

T h e t w o r ing l eade r s off t h e robber 
b a n d s a v e d themse l v e s b y a n ingen ious 
a n d d a r i n g t r i c k . A m o n g t h e p lunder 
p i l ed up i n t h e i r c a v e t h e y h a d found 
the u n i f o r m of a S a x o n W a r d o r . T h i s 
M a y p u t on, a n d , h a v i n g t i ed K r l i g e V s 
h a n d s beh ind h i s back , he m a r c h e d 
h i m unmo les t ed t h r o u g h the encom­
p a s s i n g r i n g . 

O n ano the r occas ion t h e y we r e s i t t i n g 
I n a n i n n w h e n a couplo o f g endarmes 
w h o w e r e s e a r c h i n g fo r t h e m rode up . 
A s t h e g e n d a r m e s en te red the b u i l d i n g 
M a y a n d K r t l g e l dropped f r o m a w i n ­
dow, a n d , l e ap ing on to t h e i r horses, 
ga l loped off. 

T h e s e w e r e the mos t i n t e r e s t i n g a l ­
though no t the on ly i n c i den t s o f a ques ­
t i onab le n a t u r e w h i c h t h e de fendant 
purposed to prove out off the l i fe o f the 
f a m o u s . K a r l M a v . 

T h e l a t t e r denied the t r u t h o f these 
ta l es , b u t w a s obliged to a d m i t h i s a c ­
q u a i n t a n c e w i t h the ins ide off p r i s on 
w a l l s , a l t h o u g h u n d e r w h a t c i r c u m ­
s tances he dec l ined to s ta t e . 

T o m a k e a l ong s t o r y shor t , tho cour t , 
w i t h o u t c a l l i n g on the de fendant to 
p rove h i s asse r t i ons , d i sm i s s ed tho case , 
a n d G e r m a n y h a s t h u s lost ano the r of 
i t s I l l us i ons . 


