traveller, author ' dventure? He

bhas wribten a ing his ex-
i in p# and
many a sbory kbesadonhxsebmngeerpen-

!_mmam thase far lands. His villa at Dresden

to ms-pect. the private musenm of the veteran
voyager. It was undersbood that Karl May
spoke all languages that no one else in the im-
mediate neighbourhoed kmew anything about.
COhinese and Choctaw were but the beginning
of the linguistic attainments attributed to
him.

Such was the Karl May of yesterday. But
to-day has changed all that, for he was so
indiscreet as to appear as prosecutor in a libel
action. Someone, it appears, had referred to
him as a “born criminal.”’ Unfortunately for
him the person im guestion undertock to prove
that accusstion, and his lawyer iold a story
{about Karl May very 1 near] gpﬁ-&nge as those
which that prolific wrijee#S in the habit of tell-

irmse] _‘ of rather a different

a little mnd:y He admitted thal
experienced adventures, and those &f a very
remarkable kind. In 1869, he said, the
plaintiff, who already had sentences of six
weeks’ imprisonment and four years’ penal
gervitude behind him, relapsed intd*a career
of crime, and was soon being wanted on a
|warrant. To escape arrest he took refuge in
[the depths of the Silesian forests, where he
|found a fellow outlaw in the deserter Lonis
Kruegel, who had left his regiment mtah several
'hundred thalers out of the company’s cash-box.
The pair swore eternal frnendsﬁ? and agreed,
with other kindred spirits, to ound a band
of robbers. A cave curtained with moss on the
Waldenburg domain was the headquarters of
May and his merry men. From this centre
they practised innumerable villainies. Their
speciality was o attack peasant women return-
ing from market and rob them of the produce
| of their sales.

At last their raids established such a state
of terror that attendance at thep
to fall off. The'towns of Hohepé
thal accordingly eéntreated Government to
send a force of trdb_ps to ghear the neighbour-
hood of the bandits.”, L was done, and with
the assistance of ‘thG beal fire brigades and
gymnastic clubs tho gfdiers p-rcmedf'd to beat
the woods. The ‘bw "singleaders of the robber
band saved themg#l )y on ingemious and

Agon lunder piled up in
3 ithe uniform of a
FeThis May b on, and, having

' hands behi his back, he
“unmolested throtngh the encom-
passing ring. On another occasion they were
sitting in an inn, when a couple of gendarmes
who were searching for them rode up. As the
gendarmes entered the building May and
Kruegel dropped from a window, and, leaping
on to the horses, galloped off.

These were the most interesting, though by
no means the only incidents of a questionable
nature svhich the defendant proposed to prove
out of the life of the famous Karl May. The
latter demied the truth of these tales, but was

bliged to admit his acquaintance with the
inside of prison walls; though under what cir-
cumstances he declined to state. To make a

& -
l&heme,udemy hulmmaim;
Ullusions.
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