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From Oor Own Correspondent. 
T u e s d a y . 

G e r m a n y , a n d especiaiffy y iwkig Germany , has 
to -day been, robbed of/fene of rt|tmost cherished 
i f lns ia i i s . 'Who ho t f oo t h e a r d K a r l M a y , 
tnavelleir, author,<&nd m a n of a d v e n t u r e ? H o 
has w r i t t e n a wjrole l i b r a r y describing has e x ­
planations i n nfouate corners of t h e e a r t h , and 
m a n y a s t o r s t i o a k based o n his s t range e x p e r i ­
ences i n these f a r lands . H i s v i l l a a t Dresden 
i s arowdecy w i t h ourios wh i ch h© has brought 
back from his wander ings , and i t h a s often hap ­
pened tihpt a pr ince ly personage has dropped i n 
to inspect t h e p r i v a t e museum of the v e t e r a n 
voyager . I t was understood t h a t K a r l M a y 
spoke a l l languages t h a t no one else i n the i m ­
mediate neighbourhood knew a n y t h i n g abont. 
Chinese and Choctaw w e r e b u t the beginning 
of t h e l ingu i s t i c a t ta inrnents a t t r ibuted to 
b i m . 

Such w a s the K a r l M a y of yesterday . B u t 
to-day has changed a l l t h a t , f or ho w a s so 
indiscreet as t o appear as prosecutor i n a l ibel 
ac t ion . Someone, i t appears , h a d r e f e r r e d to 
h i m as a " b o m c r i m i n a l . " U n f o r t u n a t e l y for 
h i m the person i n question undertook t o prove 
t h a t accusat ion , a n d his l a w y e r to ld a s tory 

1 about K a r l M a y v e r y nearlj.as.9fera.nge as those 
w h i c h t h a t proli f ic w r i t e r ^ i n t h e h a b i t of t e l l ­
i n g about h s n s e U e ^ S S y of r a t h e r a different 
order . 

T o b e g n i / ^ h h , h e off(wecihfeo prove t h a t the 
f a r - t r a v e l e d M a y , who i s mwfedS y e a r s of age, 
had nev&r been outside G e r i S ^ p y t i l l 1900, 
when h i s w o r k s of t r a v e l h a d long*%een ge t t ing 
a l i t t l e m u s t y . H e a d m i t t e d t h ^ , M a y had 
exper ienced adventures , a n d those of a v e r y 
r e m a r k a b l e k i n d . I n 1869, he s a i d , the 
p la in t i f f , who a l r e a d y h a d sentences of s i x 
weeks ' i m p r i s o n m e n t a n d fonr y e a r s ' pena l 
s e r v i t u d e behind h i m , relapsed i n t o - a career 
of c r i m e , a n d w a s soon be ing wanted on a 

. w a r r a n t . T o escape a r r e s t he took re fuge i n 
the depths of the S i l e s i a n forests , where he 

i found a fellow out law i n the deserter L o u i s 
K r u e g e l , who h a d l e f t M s r e g i m e n t w i t h s evera l 
h u n d r e d thaleTS o n t of the company 's cash-box. 
T h e p a i r swore e t e r n a l f r i e n d s h i p , a n d agreed, 
w i t h other k i n d r e d s p i r i t s , to found a band 
of robbers. A cave c u r t a i n e d w i t h mess on the 
W a l d e n b u r g d o m a i n was the headquarters of 
M a y a n d h i s m e r r y m e n . F r o m t h i s centre 
they prac t i sed i n n u m e r a b l e v i l l a i n i e s . T h e i r 
spec ia l i ty was t o a t t a c k peasant women r e t u r n ­
i n g f r o m m a r k e t a n d rob t h e m of the produce 
of t h e i r sales . 

A t l a s t t h e i r ra ids established such a s tate 
of t e r r o r t h a t attendance a t t h e ^ n a r k e t s began 
to f a l l off. T h e towns of Hohjmfik- in and E r n s t -
t h a i accordingly entreated woe Government to 
send a force of tredpa to j f e t r the neighbour­
hood of the bandits . , T h j / f w a s done, and w i t h 
the assistance of th&jfcsl tiro brigades and 
gymnast ic clubs tho sj j ldiers pr-cieeeded to beat 
the woods. T h e tw^pringlo-^der., of the robber 
band saved t h e n y » r e s By a n ingenious and 
d a r i n g t r i c k . A j K m g the .plunder pi led up i n 
t h e i r cave t h e y M l a d found, t h e un i f o rm of a 
S a x o n w a r d e w - T b i s M a y p a t on , and , hav ing 
t i e d K r u e g w p hands behind his back , he 
marched I j i m unmolested through the eneon 
passing r i n g . O n another occasion they were 
s i t t i n g i n a n i n n , w h e n a couple of gendarmes 
who were searching for t h e m rode u p . A s the 
gendarmes entered the bu i ld ing M a y and 
K r u e g o l dropped f rom a window, and , leaping 
on to t h e honses, galloped off. 

These were the most i n t e r e s t i n g , though by 
no means the only inc idents of a questionable 
na ture y h i c h t h e defendant proposed to prove 
out of the l i fe of the famous K a r l M a y . T h e 
l a t t e r demied the t r u t h of these ta les , but was 
obliged to a d m i t his acquaintance w i t h the 
inside of pr ison w a l l s , though under w h a t c i r ­
cumstances he declined to s tate . T o m a k e a 
long s tory short , the C o u r t , w i t h o u t ca l l ing on 
the defendant to prove h i s assert ions , dismissed 
the case, a n d G e r m a n y h a s lost another of i t s 
i l lusions. 
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